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painless, we' ll take that $14 million a year that was the camel
under the tent type situation, $14 million a year, there we go.
Now we' re back saying let's take gas tax, put it into a Judgment
Fund by selling bonds. Put it into a Judgment Fund. We' ll use
the gas tax to repay the bonds. I understand that big change in
policy there. Is that wh ere we want to go? N o . I...with
Senator Scut'er on a bill to increase the fuel tax, it's very
difficult for me to say let's increase the fuel tax with these
high fuel prices we see right now. But I'm willing to do that.
Why--because we h ave needs and we' re eroding our traditional
income stream where...our base that we use to fund the Highway
Trust Fund and we' re diverting it to retire bonds that are being
used to pay a judgment that we think will be $151 million. I
still believe, as Senator Tyson; I know several other people in
this body, that we can come back, if it's a special session, so
be it; we can come back in the fall, we can adjust this. I will
vote for a tax increase of some sort when we see w hat it i s ,
what our target is, we know what we have to do. I will come
back, I' ll make that commitment right now on the floor. I wi ll
vote for a tax increase of some kind, but I'm not willing to do
it now, and I'm certainly not willing to be diverting funds from
the Highway Trust Fund traditionally have been used for roads
building, maintenance. We ' ve already changed a bit of our
policy with the sales tax on motor vehicles. Here we go. We
started down the slope and it's picking up speed. We need to
get this stopped at this stage. I do not support the Br ashear
amendment. I do support, if I had to vote for something right
now, I'm a little bit like Senator Tyson, I guess the least
lethal poison that's out there would be, in my case, the sales
tax. If we need 33 votes, then let's start gathering those up
if we absolutely are forced to do something. B ut I don' t
subscribe to the idea yet that we have to do something. Those
of us on the Revenue Committee, I know it was not unanimous, but
we decided there was no majority, no consent just to do anything
with that. Afte r th at d iscussion we had with the Attorney
General and his staff, that was the consensus, I guess. There
was no majority to do anything else...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BAKER: ...than remain the status quo. And I would
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